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Today, there is a continued debate on the importance of educating young people on the use of birth control measures. This issue has been in the public discourse for many years, with opponents arguing that they affect the health and wellbeing of users while proponents arguing that they help prevent contraction of diseases, unwanted pregnancies, and inability to have higher educational attainment. I believe that it is important for parents, leaders, teachers, young people and community members to advocate for the safe use of birth control measures among the youth. Because of the increased number of young people contracting STDs, teenage pregnancies, and increased school dropouts, it is important to advocate for the the safe use of birth control measures.
The first reason why I think birth control measures are important for young people is because of the increased rate of teenage pregnancies. Although teenage pregnancy has declined over the years, it is still high with a 16.7 births per 1000 women between 15 and 19 years in 2019. The plummeting rate of teenage pregnancies can be linked to the efforts of the government, healthcare institutions, parents, and learning institutions to advocate for the safe use of birth control measures. For the last three decades, teenage pregnancies in the United States have declined by 70% (Williams, 2020). This decline can be linked to the use of birth control measures.
The second reason why it is important for young people to adopt safe birth control measures is because it has helped decrease the rate of school dropouts. Because of adoption of these measures, the number of teenagers dropping out of school had decreased, increasing the level of educational attainment. In a research by Shuger (2012), teenage pregnancy is a major issue that affects education of teenagers in high schools. High rate of teenage pregnancies indicates high rate of school dropouts. However, with the increased use of birth control measures, the rate of school dropouts has declined significantly. 
The third reason for supporting the use of birth control measures is to alleviate the contraction of STDs. Educating young people to use birth control measures like condoms is important because it helps minimize the chances of getting infected with diseases like HIV/AIDS, syphilis, and gonorrhea. 
In conclusion, it is necessary for parents, teachers, leaders, and members of society to educate teenagers on the safe use of birth control measures. Advocating for the safe use of birth control measures is necessary because it helps lower teenage pregnancies, minimize the rate of school dropouts, and contraction and spread of STDs. 
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